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Far  Reaching  Changes  In  Fish  And  Game 

Conservation  Pending  In  Legislature 


PROPOSED  NEW  LAWS 
DESIGNED  TO  BETTER 
LAW   ENFORCEMENT 

Bills  which  would  correct  loop- 
holes in  existing  laws  and  which 
would  provide  for  more  effective 
and  more  stringent  enforcement 
of  Louisiana  fish  and  game  regula- 
tions are  now  pending  in  the  Leg- 
islature, jmd  some  are  well  ad- 
vanced on  the  road  to  final  pas- 
sage  and   enactment   into   law. 

Among  these  are  bills  sponsored 
by  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  which  would  provide 
authority  to  file  civil  suits  against 
law  violators  before  justices  of 
the  peace  in  addition  to  criminal 
charges. 

Two  proposed  constitutiona' 
amendments  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation 
would  amend  the  constitution  to 
give  justices  of  the  peace  concur- 
rent jurisdiction  with  district 
courts  in  trying  misdemeanors  in- 
volving violations  of  fish  and  game 
laws,  and  give  district  courts  juris- 
diction of  appeals  from  justices  of 
the  peace.  These  two  amendments 
were  introduced  by  Representative 
Dubuisson  of  St.  Landry,  and  are 
known  as  House  Bills  506  and  507. 
They  were  reported  favorably  by 
the  House  Conservation  Commit- 
tee and  are  on  the  calendar  for 
final  passage  in  the  House. 

Here  are  some  of  the  details 
of  other  important  fish  and  game 
bills  sponsored  by  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department. 

House  Bill  No.  347  by  Represen- 
tatives Sehon  and  Cleveland, 
amending  the  fish  conservation 
act.  Principal  changes  in  this  act 
which  would  make  for  more  effec- 
tive enforcement  is  the  provision 
that  all  netting  used  for  salt  water 
(Continued  to  Page  3,  Column  4) 


FORTY-SIX  BILLS 
PERTAIN  TO  FISH,  GAME 

When  the  deadline  for  the  in- 
troduction of  bills  passed,  it 
was  found  that  a  total  of  46 
bills  had  been  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  pertaining  to  fish 
and  game.  This  includes  seven 
proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ments. Of  the  total  number  of 
bills,  38  were  introduced  in  the 
House  and  8  in  the  Senate.  A 
digest  of  all  measures  pertain- 
ing to  fish  and  game  conserva- 
tion, either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, will  be  found  on  page 
thi'ee. 


PUBLIC  SHOOTING 
GROUNDS  PROPOSED 
IN  HOUSE  BILL  317 

House  Bill  No.  317  introduced 
by  Representatives  C.  R.  Brownell 
of  St.  Mary  and  W.  J.  Cleveland, 
Acadia,  provides  for  an  increase 
in  Louisiana's  resident  hunting 
licenses  from  $1  to  $2,  and  pro- 
vides that  the  additional  $1  shall 
be  used  by  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  as  follows: 

Half  for  the  "purchase,  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  pub- 
lice  shooting  grounds  in  the  state; 
one-fourth  for  "control  or  elimina- 
tion of  predatory  wild  fowl  and 
wild  quadrupeds  for  animals  and 
mitigating  the  damages  to  wild 
life  and  fish  caused  by  them;  and 
the  remaining  fourth  to  be  used 
for  the  "protection,  conservation 
and  replenishment  of  wild  migra- 
tory   birds." 

The  last  named  work,  the  bill 
provides,  would  be  done  by  "tak- 
ing such  measures  at  their  nest- 
ing grounds,  in  or  out  of  the  s^ftt^, 
(Continued  to  Page  12,  Column  4) 


GAME  COMMISSION 
BILL  KILLED  BY 
HOUSE  COMMITTEE 

A  proposed  constitutional 
amendment  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  an  eight-man  non- 
salaried  commission  to  direct  the 
activities  of  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  which 
would  have  the  authority  to  ap- 
point the  Commissioner,  set  fish 
and  game  regulations  and  bag- 
limits,  was  killed  by  the  Conser- 
vation Committee  of  the  House 
when  it  came  up  for  a  public 
hearing  Wednesday  afternoon, 
June  12.  The  Committee,  by  a 
vote  of  7  to  3  voted  to  report 
the  measure  unfavorably,  and  the 
next  day  it  was  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  House. 

Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation,  the  bill,  as 
originally  introduced  by  Represen- 
tatives Dubuisson,  Cleveland  and 
twelve  other  House  members,  bo- 
came  known  as  House  Bill  No.  505. 
At  the  public  hearing,  proponents 
of  the  measure,  presented  to  the 
Committee  a  substitute  bill,  which 
in  effect,  would  have  provided  for 
splitting  up  the  present  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department  into  two 
separate  departments,  providing 
for  a  Game  and  Fish  Department 
with  a  commission  of  six  members 
(Continued  to  Page  7,  Column  3) 


Louisiana 
"Steals  Show"     < 
In  Competition^*  ^<),^°  ^ 
With  Six  States   %"  ' 

In  competition  with  six  other 
southern  states  acting  as  "hosts" 
to  the  Outdoor  Writers  of  Amer- 
ica at  their  annual  summer  trek 
held  in  the  Tennessee  Valley,  with 
Chattanooga  as  headquarters,  Lou- 
isiana literally  and  figuratively 
"stole  the  show,"  according  to 
unanimous  agreement  of  all  the 
250  people  who  were  in  attend- 
ance at  the  gathering  held  from 
May  29  through  June  1. 

The  host  states  were  Louisiana, 
Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Kentucky, 
Alabama,  Georgia  and  Noith  Caro- 
lina. Each  state  put  on  a  special 
event.  Tennessee,  for  example, 
staged  a  wild  boar  barbecue, 
Georgia  a  shrimij  fry,  Alabama 
a  fish  fry,  Mississippi  a  breakfast, 
North  Carolina  a  barbecue  at  an 
Indian  village  in  the  Smokey 
Mountains,  but  the  "piece  de  re- 
sistance" of  the  entire  program 
was  the  Louisiana  seafood  dinner 
given  in  honor  of  the  Outdoor 
Writers  of  America  by  the  Loui- 
siana Outdoor  Writers  Association 
which  was  held  the  evening  of 
May  31st  in  the  Hotel  Patten  in 
Chattanooga. 

Fresh  shrimp,  trout,  soft  shell 
crabs  from  Louisiana  coastal  wa- 
ters were  shipped  to  Chattanooga 
for  the  occasion  and  were  pre- 
pared and  served  in  typical  Loui- 
siana style  under  the  supervision 
(Continued  to  Page  7,  Column  1) 


NEW  NAME   FOR  CONSERVATIONIST 
TO  BE  ANNOUNCED  NEXT  ISSUE 

This  is  the  last  issue  of  the  Louisiana  Conservationist!  Next 
month  this  publication  will  appear  with  its  new  name,  selected 
in  a  contest  which  was  open  to  all  people  of  Louisiana.  The 
new  name  has  been  selected  and  the  person  suggesting  the  name 
has  been  awarded  a  $50  Victory  Savings  Bond.  The  name  of  the 
winner  will  be  announced  in  the  July  issue  simultaneously  with 
the  appearance  of  the  new  name  at  the  masthead  of  this  publication. 
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News  of  Meetings  and  Activities  of 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  Clubs 


EUNICE  LIONS   CLUB 
ENDORSES  PROGRAM  OF 
WILDLIFE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Eunice  Lions  Club  at  its 
regular  meeting-  held  April  22nd, 
adopted  a  resolution  endorsing  the 
six-point  program  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries  for 
the  development  of  the  State's  fish 
and  game  resources  and  calls  upon 
the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  to 
"adopt  such  legislation  and  to 
provide  such  funds  as  are  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  this  program." 

The  resolution  was  as  follows: 

"Resolved  by  the  Lions  Club  of 
Eunice,  Louisiana,  that  we  heart- 
ily endorse  the  six-point  program 
of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  of  this  State,  as  out- 
lined in  the  Louisiana  Conserva- 
tionist of  December,  1945,  and 

"Be  it  further  resolved  that  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  adopt 
such  legislation  and  to  provide 
such  funds  as  are  necessary  to 
carry    out    said     program." 

SPORTSMEN  OF  LAKE 
CHARLES    ORGANIZE 

The  Lake  Charles  Conservation 
Club  was  organized  at  a  recent 
meeting  held  in  the  Association  of 
Commerce  building  in  that  city. 
Officers  elected  at  the  first  meet- 
ing were  Frank  Kelly,  president; 
Pete  Black,  first  vice-president; 
Gilbert  Graham,  secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Others  elected  were  John  Flan- 
ders, Joe  Parti  idge  and  J.  C. 
Thompson,  vice-presidents.  Direc- 
tors are  H.  G.  Chalkley,  Harry 
Roach,  Mark  Michie,  C.  A.  Dugas, 
Olin  Sheppard,  Lock  Paret  and 
Neal  Bryan. 


ALLEN  SPORTSMEN'S 
CLUB  ELECTS  OFFICERS 

D.  D.  Davis,  Oakdale,  was 
'elected  president  of  the  Allen 
Parish  Sportsmen's  Club  at  a 
meeting  held  in  Oberlin.  C.  T. 
Cook,  Oakdale,  was  elected  vice- 
president,  and  Willard  Beeson, 
Elizabeth,  was  re-elected  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Directors  elected,  in  addition  to 
the  ofi'icers,  were  S.  C.  Knight, 
Elizabeth;  Jim  Carroll,  Oakdale; 
Marvin  Houston,  Grant;  W.  S. 
Kingrey,  Kinder,  and  G.  C.  Meaux, 
Oberlin. 

BUCK    HUNTERS    ASS'N 
HOLDS    MEETING 

The  Southwest  Louisiana  Buck 
Hunters  Association  met  in  Merry- 
ville  May  8th  and  voted  to  protect 
all  wild  life  and  fish.  The  club 
was  originally  formed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  deer  in  the  area  of 
Beauregard  parish,  but  has  now 
embraced  all  other  forms  of  fish 
and  game.  The  club  voted  to 
work  with  and  assist  wildlife  en- 
forcement agents  in  enforcing 
conservation  laws  in  that  area. 

AVOYELLES    WILDLIFE 
FEDERATION   ORGANIZED 

A  new  sportsmen's  club  was 
organized  May  30th  in  Marks- 
ville  when  the  Avoyelles  Wildlife 
Federation  came  into  being. 
Elected  president  of  the  new  or- 
ganization was  LeRoy  Cobb, 
Marksville.  Other  officers  are 
Robert  Neitzel,  vice-president, 
and  Percy  Smith,  secretary-treas- 
urer. 

The  directors  are:  Earl  Coco, 
Moreauville;  Murphy  Lacour,  Sim- 


mesport;  Marc  Dupuy,  Marksville; 
Winston  Joffrion,  Marksville ; 
Howard  Fore,  Bunkie;  H.  K.  John- 
son, Bunkie,  Otis  Marshall,  Bun- 
kie; Taff  Dupuy,  Cottonport; 
Louis  Lemoine,  Cottonport;  Lysso 
Coco,  Mansura;  T.  R.  Roy,  Man- 
sura;  Adam  Tassin,  Bordelonville ; 
Louis  Mayeux,  Bordelonville; 
Rev.  A.  M.  Prevot,  Hessmer,  and 
C.    J.    Robin,    Hessmer. 


EAST   CARROLL   FISH   AND 
GAME  ASS'N  HOLDS  MEET 

The  East  Carroll  Fish  and  Game 
Association  held  its  regular 
monthly  meeting  Monday,  June 
3rd,  which  was  featui-ed  by  a  sup- 
per of  home-grown  frogs.  Out  of 
town  visitors  at  the  meeting  in- 
cluded O.  N.  McNeil,  Monroe, 
vice-president  of  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation,  and  Percy  N. 
Browne,  Shreveport,  secretary  of 
the   Federation. 


GOWANLOCH   HONORED    BY 
OYSTER  ASSOCIATION 

Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief 
biologist  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department,  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  National  Shellfish 
Association  at  a  convention  held 
in  New  York  in  June.  The  organi- 
zation comprises  scientists  from 
all  parts  of  the  nation  who  arc 
interested   in  fisheries  problems. 


BILL    WOULD    CHANGE 
DATES  OF  QUAIL  SEASON 

Under  the  terms  of  a  bill  intro- 
duced in  the  House  by  Representa- 
tive Rainach  of  Claiborne  parish, 
the  open  season  on  quail  in  Loui- 
siana would  be  changed  from  the 
present  season  of  December  1  to 
February  20,  to  November  15  to 
February  1. 
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PUBLIC  SHOOTING 
GROUNDS  PROPOSED 
IN  HOUSE  BILL  317 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
as  the  Commissioner  of  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  may  deem  necessary, 
either  by  direct  undertaking  with 
employees  of  the  Department  or 
by  contract  with  Ducks  Unlimited 
or  any  other  person,  firm  or 
corporation." 

The  Bill  has  been  passed  by  the 
House  and  is  now  pending  in  the 
Senate. 


HOUSE  APPROVES   BILL 
FOR   FORESTRY   NURSERIES 

House  Bill  No.  70  by  Represen- 
tative Kay  authorizing  the  Loui- 
siana Forestry  Commission  to  pur- 
chase land  and  equipment  for  two 
tree  seedling  nurseries  and  appro- 
priating $90,000  for  the  biennium 
for  that  purpose,  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  June  13 
by  a  vote  of  66  to  0,  and  is 
now  pending  in  the   Senate. 
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Digest  of  Legislative  Bills 

Pertaining  to  Fish  and  Game  Conservation 


House 

H.  6,  Dugas — Repeal  Act  166 
of  1944  providing  for  a  closed 
season  on  certain  species  of  game 
fish. 

H.  26,  Webb — To  repeal  Act 
166  of  1944  providing  for  a  closed 
season  on  certain  species  of  game 
fish. 

H.  45,  Lottinger  —  Amend 
shrimp  lavif  changing  open  sea- 
son for  inside  as  well  as  outside 
fishing  and  removing  size  limit 
on    shrimp. 

H.  46,  Lottinger  —  Proposed 
constitutional  amendment  to  per- 
mit fishing  boats  to  use  tax-free 
"tractor  fuel." 

H.  47  and  48,  Lottinger — En- 
abling  acts  for   H.    46. 

H.  80,  Delony — Amends  Act  197 
of  1936  prohibiting  seining  of  fish 
for  commercial  purposes  in  Lake 
Bruen,  Lake  Concordia,  Lake  St. 
John  and  Fool  River. 

H.  81,  Delony — Repeals  Act  303 
of  1938  which  closed  Lake  Provi- 
dence for  commercial  fishing. 

H.  145,  Lottinger — Levy  a  sev- 
erance tax  on  salt  water  shrimp 
of  10  cents  a  barrel. 

H.  147,  Martinez  (By  request) 
— Authorize  Foster  Caillouet  to 
sue  state  through  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries. 

H.  230,  Wooten,  Beeson,  and 
others — Appropriate  $150,000  for 
construction  of  locks  at  Empire, 
Louisiana. 

H.  238,  Helms  and  Verret — 
Proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ment creating  Louisiana  water 
control    board. 

H.  239,  Helms  and  Verret — En- 
abling  Act   for   above. 

H.  310,  Ohlsen  and  others — 
Appropriate  $100,000  for  each 
year  of  the  biennium  to  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
to  be  used  specifically  for  water 
hyacinth    control. 

H.  317,  Brownell,  Cleveland — 
Increase  resident  hunting  licenses 
to  $2.00  with  one-half  of  increase 
dedicated  to  establishment  of  pub- 
lic hunting  areas;  25%  for  pred- 
ator control  and  25%  for  breeding 
areas  for  migratory   birds. 

H.  318,  Brownell,  Meaux  and 
others — Provide  changes  in  exist- 
ing shrimp  laws,  including  increase 
in  severance  tax  on  shrimp  from 
10^  to   25^  per  bai'rel,   license   on 


fishing  boats,  and  new  dates  for 
closed  seasons  on  shrimp  in  inside 
and   outside   waters. 

H.  332,  Baker  —  Appropriate 
$100,000  for  construction  of  locks 
and  channel  improvements  in  main 
line  Mississippi  levee  near  Empire. 

H.  347,  Sehon  and  Cleveland — 
Amend  the  fish  conservation  act, 
providing  for  certain  changes  in 
legal  size  limits  of  commercial  fish, 
and  certain  changes  in  regulations 
in  the  taking  of  commercial  fish. 

H.  348,  Sehon  and  Cleveland- 
Classify  the  nutria  as  a  fur-bear- 
ing animal  for  tax  purposes  and 
protection  and  increasing  sever- 
ance tax  on  alligators. 

H.  349,  Sehon  and  Cleveland- 
Provide  for  certain  changes  in  fish 
and  game  regulations,  including 
authority  for  justices  of  peace  to 
handle  conservation  misdemeanors, 
also  increases  non-resident  hunting 
licenses  to  $25  per  year. 

H.  362,  Womack,  Sehon,  and 
others — Establish  Catahoula  Lake 
game  and  fish  reserve  and  appro- 
priate $150,000  for  construction 
of  dam   or  spillway. 

H.  367,  Beeson — Prohibit  leas- 
ing of  privately  owned  lands  for 
trapping  which  requires  lessee  to 
sell  furs  to  lessors  for  less  than 
65  percent  of  gross  value. 

H.  444,  Beeson — Change  dates 
in  hunting  season  on  deer  to  make 
it  from  November  1  to  January  5. 

H.  505,  Dubuisson,  Cleveland 
and  others — Proposed  constitu- 
tional amendment  setting  up  a 
commission  to  operate  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries. 

H.  506,  Dubuisson  —  Propose 
constitutional  amendment  confer- 
ring upon  justices  of  peace  con- 
current jurisdiction  with  district 
courts  of  misdemeanors  involving 
violations  of  fish  and  game  laws. 

H.  507,  Dubuisson  —  Propose 
constitutional  amendment  giving 
district  courts  jurisdiction  of  ap- 
peals from  judgments  of  justices 
of  the  peace  involving  violations 
of  fish  and  game  laws. 

H.  516,  Friedman  and  Delouche 
— Appropriate  $30,000  to  repair 
Allen  Dam  on  Black  Lake. 

H.  547,  Simoneaux  and  A.  M. 
Smith  —  Propose  constitutional 
amendment  providing  district 
courts  have  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion in  enforcement  of  seafood 
laws  in  cases  arising  from  viola- 
tions in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  within 
Louisiana  territorial  jurisdiction. 


H.  555,  Heintz — Prohibit  use 
of  seines,  nets  or  webbing  in 
Bogue  Chitto  river,  and  providing 
penalties  for  violations. 

H.  596,  R.  S.  Williams — Appro- 
priate $100,000  out  of  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
for  Bayou  Pierre  state  game  and 
fish  preserve  and  create  commis- 
sion   to    administer    preserve. 

H.  597,  R.  S.  Williams— Appro- 
priate $100,000  out  of  general 
fund  for  Bayou  Pierre  Game  and 
Fish  Preserve. 

H.  658,  Cleveland  —  Provide 
penalty  for  discharging  firearms 
on  any  enclosed  grounds  without 
permission. 

H.  662,  Friedman  and  Delouche 
— Amend  act  establishing  North- 
west  Game   and   Fish   Preserve. 

H.  670 — McDonald  and  Baker 
— Create  Louisiana  water  control 
authority. 

H.  671,  McDonald  and  Baker- 
Proposed  constitutional  amend- 
ment authorizing  creating  of 
water   control   authority. 

H.  676,  Wooten  et  al — Fix  li- 
censes fees  for  non-resident  com- 
mercial fishermen  at  $200  a  year 
and  for  non-resident  commercial 
fishing  boats  at  $2,500.00  a  year. 

H.  704,  Sylvester — Amend  fish- 
ing law  with  respect  to  mesh  lim- 
itations for  seines. 

H.  743,  Rainach — Amend  wild 
bird  conservation  act  changing 
open  season  on  quail  from  De- 
cember 1  to  Febi-uary  20  to  No- 
vember 15  to  February  1. 


Senate  '  ^     • 

S.  3,  Gofl^ — Repeal  closed  sea- 
son on  game  fish. 

S.  30,  Brumfield — Increase  to  4 
percent  the  amount  retained  by 
sheriffs  from  hunting  and  fishing- 
licenses. 

S.  32,  Oliver  —  Establish  fish 
and  game  preserve  at  Horseshoe 
Lake  in  Morehouse   Parish. 

S.  33,  Oliver  —  Establish  fish 
and  game  preserve  at  Horseshoe 
Brake  in  Morehouse   Parish. 

S.  98,  Ratcliff— Prohibit  catch- 
ing of  fish  in  Lake  Bruen  in  Ten- 
sas Parish. 

S.  141,  Fredericks — Give  addi- 
tional authority  to  Northwest  Loui- 
siana Fish  and   Game  Preserve. 

S.  177,  Voorhies  —  Authorize 
Spanish  lake  game  and  fish  com- 
mission to   issue   bonds. 

S.  226,  Goff  and  Ratcliff — Fix 
open  season  for  hunting  deer  from 
December  1  to  January  10. 


PROPOSED  NEW  LAWS 
DESIGNED  TO  BETTER 
LAW   ENFORCEMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
commercial  fish  shall  be  tagged 
with  tags  furnished  by  the  Depart- 
ment and  failure  to  have  the  nets 
so  tagged  shall  be  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  illegal  use.  It  increases 
the  legal  limit  of  striped  bass  from 
15  to  25  and  reduces  the  size 
limit  from  10  to  7  inches.  It  re- 
duces the  size  of  hard  shell  crabs 
from  6  to  5  inches.  It  provides 
that  frogs  may  be  taken  during 
the  closed  season  for  educational 
and  scientific  purposes  only  upon 
permit  from  the  Department.  It 
provides  for  a  license  fee  on  fish- 
ing vessels  from  $5  to  $25  de- 
pending on  the  size  of  the  vessel. 
It  provides  that  vessels,  airplanes 
or  vehicles  used  in  illegal  ti'ans- 
portation  or  taking  of  commercial 
fish  may  be  seized  and  taken  into 
possesson  and  may  be  released  on 
bond  not  to  exceed  $2,500.  It  also 
makes  these  vessels,  airplanes  or 
vehicles  liable  to  forfeiture  and 
sale  after  court  procedure.  This 
Bill  has  been  passed  by  the  House 
and  is  now  pending  in  the  Senate. 

House  Bill  No.  348,  also  by 
Sehon  and  Cleveland,  provides  for 
certain  changes  in  the  trapping- 
laws.  It  adds  the  nutiia  to  the 
class  of  non-game  quadiupeds  and 
places  it  in  the  same  category 
with  muskrat  with  reference  to 
legal  trapping  dates.  It  raises  the 
severance  tax  on  mink  from  x>('  to 
2^i  and  provides  for  a  severance 
tax  on  nutria  at  25<'  per  skin.  It 
changes  the  severance  tax  on  alli- 
gators not  over  5  ft.  from  If-  to 
2^;  from  5  ft.  to  10  ft.  increased 
from  2<'  to  5«';  and  over  10  ft. 
from  3^  to  25i;'.  It  provides  that 
trapping-  licenses  shall  be  withheld 
from  anyone  failing  to  make  re- 
ports and  pay  severance  tax  on 
their  catch.  This  Bill  has  been 
passed  by  the  House  and  is  now 
pending   in  the   Senate. 

House  Bill  No.  349,  also  intro- 
duced by  Sehon  and  Cleveland, 
provides  further  changes  in  fish 
and  game  regulations,  the  most 
important  of  which  is  an  increase 
in  non-hunting  licenses  from  $15 
to  $25  per  year,  and  cuts  out 
the  present  4-day  non-resident 
tourist  license  of  $5.  It  limits 
the  right  of  police  juries 
to  declare  closed  seasons  from 
three  years  to  one  year.  It  pro- 
vides that  a  report  must  be  filed 
with  the  Department  within  10 
days  of  the  close  of  the  season 
of  all  wild  game  birds  and  wild 
game  quadrupeds  in  stoi-age.  This 
measure  was  amended  in  commit- 
tee to  provide  a  closed  season  on 
wild    tuikey    gobblers. 
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Total  of  Nine  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs 
Have  Now  Been  Organ'zed  in  State 


With  the  organization  of  three 
more  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs  during 
the  month  of  May,  it  brings  to  a 
total  of  nine  the  clubs  that  have 
been  organized  in  Louisiana.  The 
three  newest  clubs  organized  in 
May  by  Walter  L.  Rather,  super- 
visor, were  Opelousas  High  School, 
Bolton  High  School  at  Alexandria 
and   Leesville   High  School. 

Previously  junior  clubs  had 
been  organized  at  Baton  Rouge 
High  School,  Covington  High 
School,  Byrd  High  School  at 
Shreveport,  Istrouma  High  School, 
Neville  High  School  at  Monroe, 
and  Lake  Providence  High  School. 
According  to  Isaac  Chapman, 
director  of  the  Education  and  Pub- 
licity Division,  and  Supervisor 
Rather,  this  completes  the  initial 
organizational  activity  of  the  ju- 
nior wildlife  program.  No  more 
clubs  will  be  organized  during  the 
summer,  but  efforts  will  be  con- 
centrated upon  the  existing  clubs 
and  summer  meetings  and  projects 
are  being  planned  including  camp- 
ing and  fishing  trips.  A  forestry 
project,  with  the  assistance  and 
cooperation  of  the  Louisiana  For- 
estry Commission,  is  being  planned 
for  all  clubs  during  the  month 
of  July. 

In  the  Fall  when  schools  reopen, 
organization  of  junior  clubs  will 
be  resumed  on  a  large  scale  and 
by  that  time,  it  is  expected  Loui- 
siana's junior  wildlife  program 
will  be  operating  on  a  "big- 
league"    basis. 

The  Opelousas  Junior  Club  was 
organized  on  May  14th,  with  an 
initial  membership  of  35  boj  s. 
Among  those  present  at  the  meet- 
ing were  A.  K.  Smith,  County 
Agent,  who  is  to  be  acting  coun- 
selor of  the  club,  pending  a  per- 
manent selection;  E.  G.  Burleigh, 
member  of  the  Senior  Adviser's 
committee,  and  P.  D.  Pavy,  prin- 
cipal of  the  school,  and  also  a 
member  of  the  Senior  Adviser's 
committee. 

The  organizational  meeting  oi' 
the  Bolton  High  School  Junior 
Wildlife  Club  was  held  May  ir>, 
with  a  charter  membeiship  of  G5 
boys.  Two  members  of  the  Ra- 
pides Wildlife  Federation  attended 
the  meeting  and  were  introduced 
to  the  boys.  These  were  J.  L. 
Bradwell  and  J.  0.  Smith,  prin- 
cipal of  the  school. 

The  Leesville  High  School  Ju- 
nior Club  was  also  organized 
Wednesday  afternoon.  May  15th. 
Present  at  the  meeting  were  B.  L. 
Palmer,  who  was  selected  counselor 
of  the  club,  and  F.  E.  Hernandez, 
vice-president  of  the  Leesville  club. 


FIRST  NESTING  RECORD 
OF  SCISSOR-TAILED 
FLYCATCHER  REPORTED 

What  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
official  nesting  record  of  the  Scis- 
sor-tailed  flycatcher  (Muscivora 
Forficata)  in  Louisiana,  is  re- 
ported by  Ambrose  Daigre,  taxi- 
dermist for  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Depai'tment,  who  is  pres- 
ently stationed  in  Shreveport  on 
special  assignment  at  the  Loui- 
siana State  Exhibits  Building  in 
that  city. 

Heretofore,  the  Scissor-Tail  has 
been  considered  a  spring  and  au- 
tumn transient  and  not  a  breed- 
ing species.  Mr.  Daigre's  report 
on  his  discovery  was  as  follows: 

"On  Sunday,  May  26,  at  4:20 
p.m.  one  mile  south  of  Caspiana 
on  highway  20,  I  observed  a  scis- 
sor-tailed  flycatcher  on  the  tele- 
phone wire.  A  few  minutes  later 
another  individual  of  the  same 
species  flew  directly  across  the 
highway  and  into  a  small  pecan 
tree  and  got  on  its  nest.  The  nest 
which  closely  resembled  that  of  a 
kingbird  being  composed  of  twigs 
and  lined  with  cotton-like  mate- 
rial, contained  two  young  and 
one    egg.     It    was    located    on    a 


Officers  of  the  Leesville  High  School  Junior  Wildlife  Club.  From 
left  to  right,  Clifford  Knapp,  Secretary;  O.  M.  Gilbert.  Jr.,  Vice-President; 
Raymond     Woodson,     President;     Victor    Tompkins,    Treasurer. 


horizontal  limb   15  feet  above  the 
ground. 

"In  addition  to  the  pair  men- 
tioned, we  observed  at  intervals 
along  this  highway  in  the  vicinity 
of  Caspiana  three  more  birds  of 
this  species.  From  this  I  would  sur- 
mise that  there  are  at  least  three 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  nests  in 
this   localitv." 


TOTAL  OF  171   ARRESTS 
MADE   DURING   MAY 

Wildlife  enforcement  agents 
made  a  total  of  171  arrests  during 
the  month  of  May.  Violations 
ranged  from  angling  without  a 
license  to  hunting,  rabbits,  frogs 
and  deer  during  closed  season. 


WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT 
INSTITUTE    OPENS 
WASHINGTON  QUARTERS 

Dr.  Ira  N.  Gabiielson,  former 
Director  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  and  President  of 
the  Wildlife  Management  Insti- 
tute, recently  organized  to  pro- 
mote the  restoration  and  wise 
management  of  wildlife,  has  an- 
nounced that  this  non-partisan, 
non-profit  corporation  has  estab- 
lished headquarters  at  822  Invest- 
ment Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Wildlife  Management  In- 
stitute will  have  an  advisory  board 
of  outstanding  scien,tists,  tech- 
nicians and  game  and  fish  admin- 
istratois,  who  will  serve  as  con- 
sultants in  developing  and  con- 
ducting   the    Institute's    program. 


Three  New  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs 
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VIEWING  THE  NEWS  WITH  THE 
JUNIOR  WILDLIFE  CLUBS 

By  Walter  L.  Rather,  Supervisor 


Several  weeks  ago  at  a  demon- 
stration of  rifles,  shotguns  and 
other  shooting  equipment,  con- 
ducted by  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  leading  arms  companies, 
and  which  was  witnessed  by  my 
brother,  Mr.  Combel,  Counselor  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  High  Junioi 
Club,  and  also  by  yours  truly,  a 
remarkable  display  of  skill  in  gun 
handling  and  coordination  was 
brought  to  all  interested  sports- 
men present.  One  of  the  remarks 
Imade  by  the  representative  in 
his  talk  brought  to  a  clear  focur; 
a  matter  which  has  been  roaming- 
through  my  head  for  some  time 
now. 

His  remark,  and  I  quote,  was 
"This  is  my  favorite  shotgun.  It 
killed  513  quail  for  me  this  year.'' 

Now  that  was  not  a  history 
making  statement,  although  it  did 
help  bring  out  his  skill  as  a 
gunner,  and  the  good  handling 
qualities  of  that  particular  model 
shotgun,  but  it  can  well  be  used 
to  put  over  the  point  with  which 
I   am    concerned. 

It  is  the  right  time  at  the  start 
of  our  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs  to 
learn  an  important  lesson,  and 
learn  it  well.  The  simple  fact  is 
that  513  quail  is  too  much  game 
for  any  sportsman  to  bag  of  anj 
one  species.  When  we  buy  oui 
fishing  or  hunting  licenses,  there 
is  printed  on  the  back  the  numbei 
and  amounts  of  each  kind  of  fish 
or  game  we  can  take  daily  and 
over  the  whole  season.  These 
limits  are  set  as  maximums,  and 
we  might  suppose  that  we  can 
take  these  limits  daily,  and  be 
within  the  law.  This  may  be  true 
as  far  as  man  made  laws  are 
concernd,  but  such  "game  hog- 
ging" falls  far  short  of  the   laws 


I  of  nature  and  wise  conservation 
practices.  Unless  Junior  club  mem- 
bers, as  sportsmen  of  the  state, 
can  learn  early  in  their  outdooi 
careers  to  take  only  what  they 
need,  and  what  the  cover  and 
game  population  can  stand,  then 
our  clubs  will  be  without  purpose, 
and  certainly  our  fields,  streams 
and  forests  will  be  without  game. 


With  the  organization  of  three 
new  clubs  at  Opelousas,  Alexan- 
dria (Bolton  High),  and  Leesville, 
the  nucleus  of  our  Junior  Wildlife 
Clubs  is  completed.  Next  fall  and 
winter  will  see  additional  clubs 
formed  over  the  state,  but  for 
the  present,  no  more  new  units. 

With  the  fishing  project  coming 
to  a  close  in  June,  the  clubs  in 
the  state  have  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  set  up  some  useful  fish 
conservation  and  improvement 
project.  This  is  an  opportunity 
for  each  member  to  do  his  part 
in  making  the  fish  scene  a  bit 
better  each  year.  Consider  this 
carefully    at    your   meetings. 

On  the  back  of  each  individual 
membership  cards  are  seven  blank 
entry  lines,  headed  by  the  title 
•'Wildlife  Improvement  Projects 
Started."  Each  member  is  to 
write  in  every  improvement  proj- 
ect he  starts.  When  this  jiroject 
is  on  the  way  to  successful  comple- 
tion, the  club  counselor  will  ini- 
tial each  entry  for  every  boy 
participating.  Those  membeis  in 
each  club  that  are  most  active 
in  these  projects,  as  shown  by  the 
entry  on  their  card,  will  be  given 
additional  recognition  by  this  de- 
partment at  the  end  of  a  year 
of    active    membership.     Will    you 


Officers  of  the  Bolton  High  School,  Alexandria  Junior  Wildlife  Club. 
From  left  to  right,  Jimmy  Allen,  Secretary;  John  Bryan,  Vice-President; 
Walter    Hilborn,    President;     Tommy    Campbell,    Treasurer. 


Officers  of  the  Opelousas  High  School  Junior  Wildlife  Club.  From 
left  to  right,  Allen  K.  Smith,  Treasurer;  Bobby  Plonsky,  President;  Lee 
Halphen,  Vice-President;    Robert    Purser,  Secretary. 


be     one     of     those     members     so 
honored? 


Our  next  project  is  forestry. 
This  is  an  opportunity  for  our 
young  woodsmen  to  get  a  start 
toward  better  forestry  and  game 
cover  practices.  More  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  will  be  fur- 
nished   at   a    later    date. 


Summer  is  vacation  time,  and  a 
time  for  club  members  to  get 
outdoors.  If  circumstances  prevent 
your  club  from  having  a  group 
outing,  then  get  out  on  your  own. 
I  know  most  of  you  will  anyway. 

Of  particular  interest  to  the 
fishermen  in  our  clubs  is  the  article 
in  this  issue  of  the  CONSERVA- 
TIONIST on  the  various  black 
bass  found  in  Louisiana.  This  is 
a  most  excellent  picture  by  Dr. 
Gowanloch  of  characteristics,  food, 
habits  and  habitat  of  our  favor- 
ite game  fish.  All  junior  members 
want  to  be  sure  to  save  this 
month's  magazine  in  order  to 
complete  the  series  of  Louisiana 
game  fish.  It  is  invaluable  for 
identification  purposes. 

$2,500  LICENSE  ON 
OUT-OF-STATE  FISH- 
ING BOATS  PROPOSED 

House  Bill  676  by  Representa- 
tive Wooten  of  Plaquemines  Par- 
ish provides  for  a  license  of  $2,500 
on  non-resident  commercial  fishing- 
boats  and  a  non-resident  commer- 
cial fishermen's  license  of  $200  ti 
year.  The  Bill  was  approved  by 
the  House  Conservation  Commit- 
tee and  is  pending  in   the   House. 

Opposition  to  the  Bill  has  come 
from  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Mis- 
sissippi fishermen  fish  for  shrimp 
and  oysters  in  Louisiana  waters 
under  terms  of  a  recipiocal  fish- 
ing agreement  between  the  two 
States  which  has  been  in  effect 
since    1940. 


Annual  Wildlife 
And  Fisheries 
School  Is  Held 

The  third  annual  "Wildlife  and 
Fisheries  School,"  sponsored  by 
the  Agricultural  Extension  Ser- 
vice, in  cooperation  with  the  De- 
partment of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries, was  held  the  latter  part  of 
May,  with  36  Four-H  boys  of  St. 
Charles,  Jefferson,  St.  Bernard, 
Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  par- 
ishes participating. 

The  tour  of  coastal  waters  and 
marshlands  for  the  study  of  the 
various  phases  of  the  muskrat, 
oyster  and  crabbing  industries  was 
in  charge  of  A.  J.  Chesney,  disti-ict 
superintendent  of  the  Humble  Oil 
Company,  and  A.  J.  Melancon,  Jr., 
farm  agent  for  St.  Charles  Parish. 
Three  days  were  occupied  with  the 
school,  headquarters  being-  main- 
tained at  the  oil  company's  camp 
on  Lake  Washington.  A  flotilla  of 
five  motor  launches  was  requi- 
sitioned to  transport  the  entire 
group  to  the  diff'erent  fields  of 
study.  These  included  a  visit  to 
two  of  the  famed  "Bird  Islands," 
refuges  of  thousands  of  blue  and 
green  'nerons,  as  well  as  numbers 
of  Louisiana  egrets. 

One  morning  was  taken  up  with 
a  trip  through  the  plant  and  mines 
of  the  Freeport  Sulphur  Company, 
where  the  boys  learned  something 
of  the  methods  of  producing  2400 
tons  of  sulphur  a  day  for  shipment 
to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Night  sessions  of  the  school  were 
taken  up  with  motion  pictures  de- 
scriptive of  the  state's  wildlife  and 
other  natural  resources.  This  phase 
of  the  program  was  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Education  and 
Publicity  Division  of  the  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  Department  and  was 
directed  by  Edouard  Morgan  of 
the  Department's  educational  staff'. 
Members  of  the  teaching  faculty 
included  John  Campbell  of  the 
Fish  and  Game  Division  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment. 
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KNOW  YOUR  LOUISIANA  FISH 


By  JAMES  NELSON  GOWANLOCH, 

Chief   Biologist,    Fish    and   Game    Division, 

Louisiana   Department    of   Wild   Life   &   Fisheries 


No.   22  LARGEMOUTH  BASS 

Huro  salmoides   (Lacepede) 

Other  names:  Largemouth  Bass  or  (in  Louisiana)  "Green  Trout." 
Known  formerly  by  the  scientific  names,  Micropterus  salmoides,  Aplites 
salmoides  and  Huro  floridana,  which  are  used  in  older  books,  the 
Largemouth  has  received  over  fifty  confusing  popular  names  but 
in   Louisiana   is  almost  universally   called   the   "Green   Trout." 

Range:  East  of  the  Rockies  from  Canada  southward  to  Florida 
and  Mexico.  Introduced  and  abundant  from  British  Columbia  south- 
ward into  California  and  introduced  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Size:  Smaller  (8  pounds)  in  Northern  United  States.  Larger  in 
the  South  and  nine  or  ten  pounds  in  California.  Rod  and  reel  record 
(Lamonte)  is  22  pounds,  four  ounces,  32 V2  inches  long,  28 y2  inches 
girth  taken  by  George  W.  Perry,  June  2,  1932  at  Montgomery  Lake, 
Georgia.  The  largest  specimens  reported  for  Louisiana  were  a  nine 
pounder  taken  near  Amite  and  recently  a  10  pounder  taken  near 
Morganza.  Neither  of  these  records,  however,  is  regarded  by  the 
writer  as  fully  authenticated.  Sportsmen  are  asked  to  cooperate  in 
providing  weight,  length,  girth,  place  and  date  as  completely  as 
possible  concerning  any  big  Largemouths  they  catch. 
Identification:    See  under  Spotted  Bass. 

Description:  Dark  green  above  sides  and  below,  greenish  silvery; 
a  blackish  stripe  along  the  sides  from  the  gill  covers  to  the  middle  of 
the    tail    fin;    three    dark    oblique    stripes    across    the    fins    and    gill 


co.ers.  As  the  fish  grows  older  the  black  lateral  band  breaks  up 
and  grows  iaaiter  and  the  color  becomes  more  and  more  uniforni 
silver  dull  green,  the  biack  Deing  darker.  Usually  there  is  a  darl 
blotch  on  the  gill   covers. 

Food:  Chiefly  a  fish  eater,  minnows  and  small  fish  of  othei 
species.  Also  feeds  on  insects,  frogs,  small  turtles,  crayfish  anc 
sometimes  capture  swimming  mice  and  small  birds. 

Bait:  Natural  and  artificial  baits  of  the  widest  variety,  minnows 
frogs,  plugs,  flies.  Mention  of  any  specific  bait  will  start  an  argu- 
ment among  fishermen  anywhere,  anytmie.  An  all  around  spoitsmen's 
fish,  the  Largemouth  will  respond  to  still  fishing,  trollmg  and  casting 
Some  fishermen  swear  that  bright  shiners  and  brightest  luies  are  besi 
in  cloudy  weather  but  it  is  far  from  established  that  the  bass  agree 
fullv  with  this  philosophy. 

"  Value:     The   first   choice    of   many   expert   southern   fresh-watei 
fishermen. 

General:  One  of  the  world's  important  fresh  water  game  fish 
the  Largemouth  (our  "Green  Trout")  finds  in  Louisiana  an  idea: 
home,  for  it  is  characteristically  fond  of  warm,  sluggish  and  offer 
muddy  waters.  "Sluggish"  however  is  no  adjective  tor  the  Large- 
mouth, much  better  described  by  the  able  Marion  Toole  as  "con- 
centrated   TNT." 

The  Largemouth  is  not  a  "Bass"  at  all  ("Bass"  is  however  really 
a  meaningless  word)  but  is  a  member  of  the  family  CENTRARCHIDAEI 
that  includes  the  Sunfishes,  Crappies  and  "Bream."  All  these  fishes' 
have  peculiar  domestic  habits  in  that  the  male,  the  home-builder,  fans 
out  a  shallow  circular  nest  then  persuades  one  or  more  females  tc 
lay  their  eggs  in  it.  When  the  final  eggs  are  laid  the  male  then 
drives  away  the  mothers  and  any  other  intrudeis  of  any  kind  and 
guards  the  eggs  until  hatched  and  continues  to  shepherd  the  young 
for  as  long  as  a  month.  Then  suddenly  rushing  at  his  family  (and 
eating  a  few)  he  scatters  them  far  and  wide  to  fend  for  themselves. 

Largemouths  usually  breed  from  March  thiough  May  in  water 
eight  inches  to  over  two  and  a  half  feet  deep.  A  three-pound  female! 
has  been  known  to  contain  40,000  eggs  but  the  usual  number  isi 
5,000  to  20,000.  Depending  on  temperature  the  eggs  hatch  in  from 
five  to  14  days.  Spawning  is  usually  in  the  low  sixties  Fahrenheit! 
and  a  drop  to  the  low  fifties  before  hatching  may  kill  all  the  eggs. 
The  nests,  often  a  yard  wide  and  a  foot  deep  are  carefully  "fanned' 
out  by  the  male  who  later  "fans"  away  silt  that  might  otherwise 
smother  the  adhesive  eggs  which,  after  laying,  become  attached  tc 
roots,  weeds,  stones  or  even  hard  mud. 


No.   23  SPOTTED  BASS 

Spotted    Bass — Kentucky    Bass 
Micropterus    punctulatus     (Rafinesque) 

Other  Names:  Known  previously  by  the  scientific  name,  Microp- 
terus  pseudaplites  and   by   the   common   name,   Southern   Smallmouth. 

Range:  Southern  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  to  Southern  Illinois, 
eastern  and  Southern  Oklahoma.  South  to  central  Texas,  Louisiana 
and   (to  the  eastward),  Alabama,  Western  Georgia  and  Virginia. 

Size:  Record  17V2  inches,  three  pounds  and  15  ounces  (Esch- 
mayer).    Usually  less. 

Identification:  Vertical  line  from  middle  of  eye  hits  end  of 
lower  jaw.  (Lower  jaw  in  Largemouth  extends  back  of  vertical  line 
from  back  border  of  eye).  Close  examination  will  reveal  scales  ex- 
tending up  between  soft  rays  of  soft  dorsal  (back)  and  anal  (belly) 
fins.  No  scales  there  in  the  Largemouth.  Pyloric  caeca  (finger-like 
structures  on  gut  just  behind  stomach)  usually  single.  These  are 
usually  branched  double  at  their  bases  in  the  Largemouth.  Dorsal 
(back)  fin  appears  single,  not  (as  in  the  Largemouth)  so  deeply 
notched  that  it  appears  to  be  two  fins.  Side  stripe  made  up  of 
regular  spots  and  not,  as  is  characteristic  of  the  Largemouth,  con- 
tinuous. 

Description:  A  fish  that  resembles  the  Largemouth  ("Green 
Trout").    Distinguishing  characteristics  given  below. 

Food:    Fish,  crayfish,  small  frogs,  insects. 

Bait:  Taken  on  same  natural  baits  and  artificial  lures  as  Large- 
mouth when  diff'erence  in  size  is  considered. 

Value:  Regarded  by  some  as  superior  in  fighting  qualities, 
"pound  for  pound",  to  the  Largemouth. 


General:  A  top-flight  sport  fish,  the  Spotted  Bass  was  confused 
with  the  Smallmouth  Black  Bass  until  it  was  described  by  Hubbs  in 
1927.  Subsequently  that  distinguished  scientist  found  that  the  Spotted 
Bass  had  been  first  noted  by  Rafinesque  in  1819  in  Ohio. 

It  is  an  extremely  peculiar  fact  that  although  the  Smallnioutli 
Black  Bass  Micropterus  dolomieu  Lacepede  occurs  in  Arkansas  within 
60  miles  off  the  northern  border  of  Louisiana  in  streams  drainingi 
into  our  watei'  sheds  we  have  yet  to  find  a  single  Louisiana  recordi 
of  the  true  Smallmouth  in  this  State. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  there  should  be  great  diff'iculty  in  dis 
tinguishing  those  species  since  their  difl'erentiation  was  not  brought 
to  attention  until  so  relatively  recently.  The  writer  would  deeply 
appreciate  any  correspondence  from  persons  who  believe  that  they 
may  have  caught  specimens  of  the  Smallmouth.  It  is  suggested  that 
such  specimens  be  preserved  by  freezing  until  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  examining  them  or  they  may  be  preserved  in  a  solution  of 
one  part  of  formalin  to  9  i^arts  of  water.  If  preserved  in  formalin 
the  side  of  the  fish  should  be  slit  to  permit  entrance  of  the  chemical. 

The  Spotted  is  definitely  a  fish  that  prefers  cooler  streams  than 
does  the   Largemouth. 

Hubbs  has  shown  that  all  three  "Basses",  Largemouth,  Spotted 
and  Smallmouth,  may  overlap  in  distribution  in  some  areas.  It  would 
be  of  great  scientific  interest  if  some  Louisiana  fishermen  could  provide 
the  first  record  for  the  State  of  the  true  Smallmouth  Bass. 

Bass,  like  many  other  members  of  their  family,  are  extraordinarily 
variable  in  color,  being  affected  by  the  conditions  of  light  under  which 
they  live.  Taken  from  clear  lakes,  Smallmouth  Bass  may  be  dark  green 
and  black  (as  also  can  be  Largemouth)  in  color  while  the  same  species 
from  turbid  water  may  be  a  pale  green. 

Spotted  Bass  apparently  spawn  from  March  through  May  and 
may  lay  five  thousand  to  ten  thousand  eggs  (Toole).  Their  breeding 
habits  closely  resemble  those  of  the  Largemouth. 

A  third  bass,  the  true  Smallmouth  Bass  usually  given  the  tech- 
nical name,  Micropterus  dolomieu,  Lacepede,  has  been  found  as  far 
south  as  Arkansas  streams  within  GO  miles  of  the  Louisiana  Border, 
it  would  be  of  great  interest  if  specimens  of  it  could  be  secured 
for  our  State.  One  distinction  between  this  species  and  the  Spotted 
or  Southern  Smallmouth,  is  that  the  true  Smallmouth  has  small  scales 
while  the  Spotted  has  large  scales  like  those  of  the  Largemouth.  The 
dorsal  fin  of  the  true  Smallmouth  has  10  spines  and  13  to  15  soft 
rays,  while  the  Spotted  has  10  spines  and  11  to  12  soft  lays.  Color 
difference  which  exists  are  so  highly  variable  that  examination  of; 
specimens  by  experts  would  be  necessary  to  establish  record. 
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[Outdoor  Writers 
Fascinated  By 
Louisiana  Feast 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  a  famous  French  chef  from 
New  Orleans  who  made  the  trip 
bo  Chattanooga  for  that  purpose. 
The  chef  was  Eugene  Wiolat,  chef- 
steward  of  the  Roosevelt  Hotel, 
New  Orleans,  whose  services  for 
the  occasion  were  made  possible 
through  the  cooperation  of  Sey- 
nour  Weiss,  managing  director  of 
;he   Roosevelt. 


Baked  Alaska  which  made  a  great 
nit  with  the  nation's  outdoor  writers 
s  shown  on  tables  in  the  above 
photo.  Extreme  right  is  Eugene 
Wiolat  Roosevelt  Hotel  chef  who 
:ame  to  Chattanooga  to  prepare  the 
meal,  and  his  assistant,  Charles 
Bizette. 


Baked  Alaska  and  Cafe  Brulot 
erved  in  typical  Louisiana  style 
ilimaxed  the  dinner.  The  Cafe 
3rulot  was  prepared  on  a  stage  in 
he  dining  hall  by  Chef  Wiolat  and 
|iis  assistant,  Charles  Bizette,  also 
)f  the  Roosevelt  Hotel,  and  a 
;olorful  show  was  put  on  as  the 
ights  in  the  dining  hall  were 
Jimmed  while  the  chefs  lit  the 
Zaie   Brulot   on   the   stage. 

Nothing  like  this  had  ever  been 
ieen   in  the   Tennessee  Valley  be- 


fore and  the  Chattanooga  papers 
were  full  of  descriptive  phrases 
about  the  dinner  the  following 
day.  Writers  were  present  from 
papers  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
and  as  Colonel  Lewis  Rock,  presi- 
dent of  the  Outdoor  Writers  of 
America  and  publisher  of  news- 
'papers  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  said,  every 
writer  will  be  writing  and  talking 
about  Louisana  for  some  time  to 
come. 

After  the  dinner,  an  "educa- 
tional course"  on  Louisiana  out- 
doors was  given  the  visitors  by 
various  speakers  from  the  Pelican 
State,  including  an  educational 
motion  picture  on  fishing  in  Loui- 
sana presented  by  the  Division  of 
Education  and  Publicity  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment. 

Lou  Williams,  outdoor  writer  of 
Chattanooga,  and  chairman  of  the 
Arrangements  Committee  for  the 
Tennessee  Valley  trek,  opened  the 
program,  and  introduced  Isaac 
Chapman,  secretary  of  the  Loui- 
siana Outdoor  Writers  Association. 
Chapman  then  introduced  Commis- 
sioner John  G.  Appel  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department  who 
served  as  toastmaster  for  the 
evening. 

Principal  speaker  was  Arthur 
Van  Pelt,  outdoor  writer  for  the 
Times  Picayune,  and  president  of 
the  Louisiana  Outdoor  Writers  As- 
sociation, who  delivered  an  ad- 
dress, entitled  "Why  Not  Loui- 
siana," during  which  time  he  told 
the  visitors  about  the  wonders  of 
Louisiana's  fish  and  game  re- 
sources  and   its  great   outdoors. 

Louisiana  not  only  "stole  the 
show"  with  its  dinner,  but  also 
monopolized  the  convention  with 
a  huge  exhibit  on  Louisiana's  out- 
doors, which  emphasized  Louisi- 
ana's fishing  and  particularly  its 
unusual  tarpon  rodeos. 


Commissioner  Appel  Presides  at  La.  Dinner 


A  portion  of  the  speakers  table  at  the  Louisiana  Dinner  in  honor 
>f  the  Outdoor  Writers  of  America  at  Chattanooga,  May  31st,  with  Com- 
nissipner    John     G.    Appel,    toastmaster,    at    the     microphone. 


Representing  Louisiana  at  the 
convention,  in  addition  to  Commis- 
sioner Appel,  Isaac  Chapman  and 
Arthur  Van  Pelt,  were  Walter 
Cranfield,  outdoor  writer  for  the 
Baton  Rouge  State-Times;  Paul 
Kalman,  outdoor  writer  of  the 
New  Orleans  Item;  Val  Flanagan, 
outdoor  writer  of  the  New  Orleans 
States,  and  Walter  Rather  of  the 
educational  staff  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department. 

GAME  COMMISSION 
BILL  KILLED  BY 
HOUSE  COMMITTEE 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
to  supervise  fishing  and  hunting, 
and  leaving  the  commercial  end 
of  the  present  department,  shrimp, 
oysters,  trapping  into  a  separate 
department  of  its  own. 

Speaking  for  the  substitute  bill 
were  Representative  Dubuisson  of 
St.  Landry  parish,  Fred  McCormac 
of  the  New  Orleans  Sportsmen's 
League,  F.  E.  Hernandez  of  Lees- 
ville  and  Sumpter  Cousin,  Shreve- 
port,  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation.  All  of  these 
speakers  gave  as  their  reasons  for 
the  proposed  change  the  fact  that 
it  would  provide  for  better  en- 
forcement of  fish  and  game  reg- 
ulations. 

Harry  P.  Gamble,  cQunscl  for 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment, stated  that  the  same 
purpose  of  better  and  more  strin- 
gent law  enforcement  would  be 
accomplished  by  the  enactment  of 
several  new  proposed  laws  now 
pending  in  the  Legislature. 

The  Committee  then  took  a  vote 
,on  the  Bill  which  resulted  in 
7  to  3  against  it.  There  wei'e  11 
members  of  the  Conservation 
Committee  present  and  one,  Rep- 
resentative Yarno  of  Avoyelles 
Parish,  did  not  vote.  The  Com- 
mittee vote  on  the  Bill  was  as 
follows: 

For  the  Bill:  Representative 
W.  J.  Cleveland,  Crowley;  Rep- 
resentative Morris  Lottinger,  Ter- 
rebonne, and  Representative  R.  S. 
Williams  of  DeSoto. 

Against  the  Bill :  Representative 
C.  R.  Brownell,  St.  Mary;  Repre- 
sentative Earl  Miller,  Jeff'  Davis; 
Representative  E.  W.  Sehon,  La- 
fourche; Representative  G.  A.  Ma- 
raist,  Vermilion ;  Representative 
P.  B.  Landry,  West  Baton  Rouge ; 
Representative  Jimmy  Boyd,  Bos- 
sier Parish,  and  Representative 
Marc  J.   Picciola   of   Lafourche. 

House  Bill  No.  444  by  Repre- 
sentative Beeson  provides  for  a 
change  in  Louisiana's  deer  season 
and  the  new  dates  would  be  from 
November  1st  to  January  10th,  if 
the  bill  is  enacted  into  law. 


Closed  Fishing 
Season  Statute 
Nears  Repeal 

Apparently  to  make  sure  that 
the  closed  fishing  season  on  three 
species  of  game  fish  which  has 
been  in  effect  for  the  past  two 
years,  would  be  repealed,  no  less 
than  three  separate  bills  provid- 
ing for  the  repeal  were  introduced 
in  the  Legislature  when  the  dead- 
line for  introduction  of  bills  had 
been  reached. 

First  of  the  three  bills  in  the 
legislative  hopper  was  Senate  Bill 
No.  3  by  Senator  Goff'  of  Ruston, 
followed  closely  by  House  Bill 
No.  6  by  Representative  Dugas  of 
St.  Charles  and  House  Bill  No.  26 
by  Representative  Webb  of  Red 
River.  Each  of  these  three  bills 
provided  for  the  same  thing — re- 
peal of  Act  166  of  1944  providing 
for  a  closed  season  on  three  species 
of  game  fish. 

The  first  of  these  bills  to  com- 
plete the  perilous  journey  through 
the  Legislature  was  Senator  Gofi"s 
bill.  It  passed  the  Senate  on 
May  20  by  a  unanimous  vote,  was 
approved  by  the  House  Conserva- 
tion Committee  on  June  6,  and  is 
on  the  House  Calendar  for  final 
passage.  Representative  Webb's 
bill  passed  the  House  on  June  6 
and  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Conservation  where 
no  action  was  taken  up  until 
June  18.  The  third  bill  on  this 
subject.  House  Bill  No.  6  by  Rep- 
resentative Dugas,  was  referred  to 
the  House  Committee  on  Game, 
Fish  and  Oysters  May  14  and  ap- 
parently is  reclining  in  peace  in 
the   files   of  that   committee. 

Tarpon  Rodeos  To 
Draw  Attention 
This  Summer 

Many  tarpon  rodeos  are  planned 
for  Louisiana  coastal  waters  this 
summer,  and  among  those  ex- 
pected to  attract  the  largest  num- 
ber of  entries  is  the  Southwest 
Pass  Tarpon  Rodeo  to  be  held 
August  23-25  inclusive,  and  spon- 
sored by  the  New  Orleans  Item. 

Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davis  and 
Mayor  "Chep"  Morrison  of  New 
Orleans  head  the  list  of  dignitaries 
who  will  act  as  honorary  off'icials 
for  the  rodeo. 

Dates  for  the  contest  were  sug- 
gested by  Edouard  Morgan,  cura- 
tor of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheiies 
Depaitment  museum,  who  has 
spent  many  seasons  fishing  the 
river  passes  and  who  made  a  spe- 
cial study  of  game  fish  movements 
in  relation  to  the  tides.  Morgan 
will  serve  as  assistant  judge. 


Eight  

AGENTS  PARTICIPATING  IN 
MAY    ARRESTS 

Cliff    Andi-us    3 

Angelo  Benandi  23 

Jack    W.    Bates 2 

Lupton  Bergeron  1 

Joseph  Billiot  6 

Levert  H.   Bird 5 

Chas.  Boudreaux  1 

Percy  Brossett  8 

A.  B.  Burns  1 

John  Busalacchi  5 

Sam  Chaze 2 

Edgar  J.   B.   Clement 2 

Richard  Clement  2 

Fred   Cook   2 

Olney  C.  Coleman  4 

Ruben    Davis    4 

Seabe  L.  Dixon  3 

Tom   Duck   2 

Fdwin  Fairbanks  5 

Dewev  L.  Farrar  15 

John    H.    Flynn 15 

John  E.   Foolkes  45 

Chas.  Gordy  2 

Lesma   Hebert   1 

Clarence    Hood    13 

Voladia  Jones 3 

B.  P.  LeBlanc 6 

Waldon  LeBlanc   3 

Louis   Leleux   5 

James   McFerrin    6 

Ben    Mayeaux    1 

Sam   Nunez   26 

Wilfred    Nunez    23 

Chas.  Olano  2 

B.   E.  Parker 2 

Buford   Patterson   2 

W.  C.  Percy,  Jr 3 

Robt.  Pertuis  11 

Armand    Petit   18 

W.  J.  Plattsmier  5 

Ben  Price  1 

Frank   Ragas   12 

Cliff  W.  Reeves 11 

Harry  Reno  5 

Geo.    Sevario    3 

Allen  Swayze  1 

Oliver  Taunton   1 

Frank  Trocchiano  12 

Ferdie   Trouille   3 

Chas.  Ventrella  5 

Paul  Voitier  13 

Hector   Waguespack   16 

L.  C.  Weaver  5 

J.   W.   Wolfley  3 
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Trawling    Shrimp    During    CloGcd 

Season. 
Possessing   Undersize    Crabs 
Hunting      Migratory       Waterfowl 

During   Closed   Season 
Exceeding     Migratory     Waterfowl 

Legal  Limit 
Hunting      Deer      During      Closed 

Season 
Hunting    Squirrel    During    Closed 

Season 
Hunting      Quail      During      Closed 

Season 
Huntinj,     Rabbit     During     Closed 

Season 
Hunting     Frogs     During      Closed 

Season 
Selling  Frogs  During   Closed   Sea- 
son 
Possessing  Undersize   Frogs. 


PARISHES      IN      WHICH      VIO^ 

LATIONS     OCCURRED 

DURING  MAY 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED   DURING 

MAY 

Angling   Bass   During   Closed   Sea- 
son 
Angling  Without  License 
Possessing  Undersize  Game  Fish 
Possessing    Undersize    Commercial 

Fish 
Commercial    Fishing — No    License 
Possessing    Over    Legal    Limit    of 

Game   Fish 
Using  Illegal  Tackle  to  Take  Game 
Fish 


Ascension 

Avoyelles 

Caddo 

Calcasieu 

Concordia 

E.  Baton  Rouge 

Fast  Feliciana 

Franklin 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Jefferson  Davis 

Lafourche 

Natchitoches 

Orleans 


Ouachita 
Plaquemines 
Pointe  Coupee 
Rapides 
St.  Bernard 
St.  Charles 
St.  John 
St.  Landry 
St.  Tammany 
Tangipahoa 
Terrebonne 
Vermilion 
Webster 


No  Action  Yet 
On  Department's 
Appropriation 

No  action  has  as  yet  been  taken 
by  the  Appropriations  Committee 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  next 
biennium  for  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  nor  on 
an  appropriation  for  $100,000  for 
each  of  the  next  two  years  for 
water    hyacinth    control. 

The  Department  had  requested 
an  appropriation  of  $945,403.00 
for  1946-1947  and  $947,876.00 
for  1947-1948.  The  Department 
of  Finance  recommended  $774,- 
658.00  for  the  first  year  and 
$761,032.00   for  the   second   year. 

Commissioner  John  G.  Appel 
and  Division  heads  appeared  be- 
fore the  House  Appropriations 
Committee  recently  and  testified 
as  to  the  needs  for  the  extra 
requested  funds  and  pointed  out 
that  revenues  would  balance  or 
exceed  the  requested  appropria- 
tion. 

House  Bill  310  by  Representa- 
tive    Ohlsen     of     Concordia     and 


others  provides  for  a  special  ap- 
propriation of  $100,000  each  year 
for  the  next  two  years  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  water  hya- 
cinth control.  This  bill  has  been 
referred  to  the  House  Appropria- 
tions Committee  and  no  action  has 
been  reported  at  the  time  of  going 
to  press  June  18th. 


New  Shrimp  Law 
Passes  House,  Now^ 
Before  Senate 

A  new  shrimp  law  for  Louisiana 
designed  to  protect  and  conserve 
the  shrimp  resources  of  Louisiana 
and  sponsored  by  the  Department 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives 
June  12  and  is  now  pending  in 
the  Senate.  It  is  known  as  House 
Bill  No.  318  and  was  intro- 
duced by  Representatives  Brown- 
ell,  Meaux  and  others. 

Principal  changes  in  the  new 
law  provides  for  a  closed  season 
in  inside  waters,  that  is  waters 
less  than  18  feet  in  depth,  from 
December  15th  to  March  15th, 
and  in  both  inside  and  offshore 
waters  from  June  10th  to  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  August. 

Present  closed  season  dates  ap- 
plying only  to  inside  waters  are 
March  16th  to  May  15th,  and  from 
June  26th  to  August  15th. 

Another  important  change  in 
the  proposed  bill  increases  the 
severance  tax  on  shrimp  from  the 
present  lO';'  per  barrel  to  25<' 
per    barrel. 


New  Experiments 
Slated  in  Fight 
On  Hyacinths 

A  series  of  experiments  which 
will  extend  throughout  the  sum- 
mer will  be  conducted  in  Loui- 
siana in  a  fight  to  eradicate  wa- 
ter hyacinths  and  alligator  weed^ 
from  the  state,  it  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Commissioner  John  G. 
Appel  of  the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries. 

By  special  invitation  of  the 
Commissioner  and  Dr.  James  N. 
Gowanloch,  chief  biologist  of  the 
Department,  L.  W.  Kephart,  senior 
agronomist  in  charge  of  the  weed 
control  investigation  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
has  arrived  in  Louisiana  and  wil' 
work  with  Dr.  Gowanloch  in  the 
experiments.  Mr.  Kephirt  is  an 
authority    in    this   field. 

The  two  scientists  announced 
that  a  chemical,  generally  known 
as    24-D,    has    proven    highly    effi- 


cacious   in    combatting    the    hya- 
cinth and  alligator  weed  menaces. 

'Louisiana,"  Dr.  Gowanloch 
said,  "is  faced  with  a  tei-rific 
problem  in  the  destruction  of  the 
water  hyacinth  and  the  alligator 
weed.  These  two  pests  have  now 
become  a  problem  in  every  section 
of  the  state.  They  have  not  only 
ruined  much  of  our  finest  fishing 
waters,  but  they  now  seriously 
block  transportation  and  drainage 
and  have  become  a  serious  health 
menace  in  many  communities. 

"New  machines  are  in  the  ex- 
perimental stages  and  research  is 
being  cai'ried  on  to  develop  chem- 
icals that  can  destroy  these  plants 
without  endangering  our  people, 
live  stock  and  all  aquatic  life." 

Experiments  so  far  conducted 
have  revealed  that  the  24-D  prep- 
aration kills  the  alligator  weeds 
which  infest  many  sugar  cane 
fields  without  any  damage  to  the 
cane  crop,  he  said. 


GOVERNOR  OF  ALABAMA 
CATCHES    BIG    FISH   AT 
CHICOT   STATE   PARK 

What  the  governor  of  NorthI 
Carolina  said  to  the  governor  of 
South  Carolina  is  well  known,  but 
what  the  governor  of  Alabama 
said  when  he  caught  an  eight 
pound  bass  at  Lake  Chicot  in 
Chicot  State  Park  recently  has  not 
been    officially    reported. 

Governor  Chauncey  Sparks  of 
Alabama  visited  in  Louisiana  re- 
cently and  was  entertained  at 
Chicot  State  Park  by  Conserva- 
tion Commissioner  Joseph  L.  Mc- 
Hugh  and  other  state  officials 
The  Alabama  Governor  proved  to 
be  a  master  in  the  art  of  angling, 
because  not  only  did  he  hook  an 
eight  pound  bass  but  also  a  four- 
pounder.  The  eight  pounder  meas- 
ured 26  inches  in  length  and  was 
said  to  be  one  of  the  largest  black 
bass  ever  taken  from  Chicot  Lake. 
To  cement  further  the  fine  cordial- 
ity that  exists  between  the  two 
states  and  as  a  further  gesture  of 
good  will,  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department  is  mounting  the 
black  bass  which  is  to  be  present- 
ed to  the  Governor  of  Alabama  as 
a  reminder  of  the  fine  fishing  that 
exists  in  Louisiana. 

Among  others  assisting  Commis- 
sioner McHugh  in  entertaining 
Governor  Sparks  were  E.  Herman 
Guillory,  chairman  State  Parks 
Commission;  Jos.  C.  LeBlanc,  Di- 
rcL-tor  of  enforcement  division  of 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment, and  Ben  C.  Dahlen,, 
ranger    of   the    Department. 


